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Land Use Planning & Local Government Law 
LAW584H1F — 3 credits; 2 hours 
First term, Thursdays 2:10-4:00 


The course explores the legal framework for implementing urban and land use policy. The course 
begins with some controversial questions: What is the nature of local government, and what powers 
should municipalities have? When should development be regulated and when left to the market? The 
course proceeds to examine a range of planning tools, both public (official plans, zoning, subdivision 
controls, development agreements and financial incentives, and antispraw! legislation) and private 
(e.g., nuisance, restrictive covenants, and homeowner associations), focusing on their relative efficacy 
and fairness. The rights of landowners and other affected parties will also be discussed, as will the 
ability of administrative and quasi-judicial agencies to review municipal decisions and to resolve land 
use disputes. Planning and economic theory will be applied to contemporary debates over issues such 
as “smart growth” and sprawl, urban design, and housing affordability. 


¢ Evaluation: 24-hour, open-book examination, or a paper of 20—25 pages on a topic approved by the 
instructor. 


These course materials were produced with LyX: the free, open-source document processor. 
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